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We can no longer assume that Christian faith is a 

regular part of most of our neighbors’ lives. 
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The decline in worship attendance in congregations 

has profoundly reshaped the makeup of the ELCA. 

Only a few years ago, the ELCA was composed 

mostly of small to medium-sized congregations.  

Today, it is mostly very small congregations. 
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About 45% of all ELCA congregations cannot 

comfortably afford a full-time rostered minister. 



   

 

 

Figure 5 — Affordability Differential Between Income  

and Benchmark Rostered Minister Costs, 2015 2023 
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Table 7 — Pastoral Openings as Percentage of All Congregations, 2015 2023 

 

 



   

 

Table 8 — Distribution of Pastoral Openings by Region, 2015 2023 

 

 



   

  

 

 Figure 6 — Distribution of Pastoral Openings by Congregational Size, 2015 2023 

 

 

 

Figure 7 — Distribution of Pastoral Openings by Position Type, 2015 2023 

 



   

  

  

 



   

 



   

Figure 8 — Total Enrollment at ELCA Seminaries by Head Count, 2015 2022 

While ELCA M.Div. enrollment has declined by almost 

20% since 2015, that decline has been mitigated by the 

increase in TEEM students over the same period. 
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https://www.elca.org/directory/statistics-reports
https://www.elca.org/about/congregations/annual-congregation-report


   

https://www.elca.org/call-process/ministry-sites
http://www.ats.edu/Research-and-Data
https://lakeinstitute.org/research/lake-institute-projects/nscep/
https://lakeinstitute.org/research/lake-institute-projects/nscep/
http://www.pewresearch.org/religious-landscape-study/database/
http://www.pewresearch.org/religious-landscape-study/database/
http://www.nationalcongregationsstudy.org/
http://www.prri.org/research/religious-change-in-america/
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elcamediaresources.blob.core.windows.net/cdn/wp-content/uploads/Together_for_Ministry.pdf
elcamediaresources.blob.core.windows.net/cdn/wp-content/uploads/Together_for_Ministry.pdf
https://news.gallup.com/poll/1690/religion.aspx
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2024/01/24/religious-nones-in-america-who-they-are-and-what-they-believe/
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2024/01/24/religious-nones-in-america-who-they-are-and-what-they-believe/
https://www.prri.org/research/religious-change-in-america/
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2022/urban-rural-populations.html
http://www.covidreligionresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Epic-4-2.pdf
http://www.covidreligionresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Epic-4-2.pdf
https://lakeinstitute.org/research/lake-institute-projects/nscep/
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